URITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

”

The Honorable Maria Cantwell
Linited States Senato
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Cantwell;

Thank you for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal o
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA s Deputy Assistant Adrministrator for the Office
of Water, [ appreciate the opportunity 1o respond to your letter on the President’s behalf

funderstand vour concerns regarding FPA < proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination,
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands, You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation,

Fhe July 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended 1o sehicit public comment on the proposal, We provided a 90-day public
comment pertod and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 177 The EPA received more than one million public
comments o this proposal.

After carcful consideration of comments recerved in response o the Federal Register notice and durning
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
Tanuary 26™ his decision to suspend the Ageney’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s tmpact (as
taid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the apphication process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed praject. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. Howaever, thelr permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk 1o the Bristol Bay watershed and its oritical resources may prove to be unacceptable, EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the pormit review,
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letier. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket ID No, EPA-RIC-OW-2017-0369, in hup//www regulations.gov, 1F vou have
further questions, please contact me or vour statf may contact Denis Borum of EPAs Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Boram, Denisu gnv or (202) 564-4836.

et}

Sincerely,

3. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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URITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WARHINGTON D]

/"‘I

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Diear Senator Feinstein,

Thank you for vour October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the FPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404{¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in %maka 8 mmi Hay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Adnynistrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity o respond o vour letter on the President’s behalf.

P understand your concerns regarding EPAs proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological. economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeye salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the consiruction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit mclhuding the potential for release of toxic leachate o the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation,

The July 19, 2017, Federad Regisrer notice announcing the proposal o withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Dictermination was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act {ANCEA) Corporation

consultation period. which closed on Qctober 177 The EPA received more than one million public

comments on this proposal,

Atter careful consideration of commments received in response to the Federa! Regisrer notice and during
nurerous public meetings and rwo public hearings in Alaska, EPA Admimtstrator Prustt announced on
January 26 his decision to suspend the Ageney’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving thery in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s mmpact {as
laid out 1n ﬁmz December 2017 permit applcation) on the region’s world-clags fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
P&nmrah@ proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjov the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believe
the risk to the Bristel Bay warershed and its critical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends to selicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit roview

S
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket ID No. EPA-RIN-OW-2017-0369 m hup/Swww reguiationsgoy, Ivou have
further questions, please contact me or your statt may contact Denis Borum of EPA”s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borum Denisg sov or {202} 564-4836.

Sincerely,

3. Lee Forsgren
Peputy Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRCNMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WARHINGTON DO

The Honorable Ron Wyden
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Wyden:

Thank you for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404({¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf,

Punderstand your concerns regarding EPAs proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve sabmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world, You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You alse reference the economic
significance of the Bristo! Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19,2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to sohicit public commaent on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act {ANCSA) Corporation
consultation period, which closed on Octeber 177, The FPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of comments received in response 1o the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings 1 Alaska, FPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Agency’s process o withdraw proposed Clean Water Axt
restrictions, leaving them in place while we soliclt more information on the potential mine’s impact {as
latd out it their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor dervails the application process of Pebble Limited
Parinership’s proposed project. The proiect proponents continue 1o enjoy the protection of due process
and the right 1o proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar. because EPA believes
the risk o the Bristol Bay watershed and its oritical resowrces may prove (o be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review.

Reoyoled/Recyaiahis
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Again, thank vou for vour helpfal letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No, EPA-RTG-OW-2017-0369 1 hitpy waw regulations gov. 1 vou have
further questions, please contact me or vour staft may contact Denis Borum of EPA™s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borum. Denisioepa gov or (202) 564-4836.

Sincerely,

13, Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
NGTON DO 20480

The Honorable Jared Huffman
LIS, House of Representatives
Washington, 00, 205813

Dear Congressman Huttmarn:

Thank you for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPAs Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity 1o respond o vour letter on the President’s behalf

L understand vour concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economie, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeye salmon fishery and one of the largest Chincok fisheries in
the world, You outlined concems regarding the construction and operation of a mine gt the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
signtficance of the Bristol Bay fisheries 1o Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2007, Federal Register notice anpouncing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to solicit public comment on the propoesal. We provided a @-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alasks Native Clams Settlement Act (ANCSA)Y Corporation
consuliation period. which closed on October 17%. The EPA received more than one nullion public
comments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of comnonts received in response to the Federal Register notice and during
numereus puE blic meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruiit announced on
January 26™ his decision o suspend the Agency’s process 1o withdraw proposed Clean Water Agt
m!mtmm leaving them in place while we a(}imt more information on the potendial mine’s impact (as
laid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources, This decision neither deters nov derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA behioves
the risk to the Bristo! Bay watershed and its eritical resources may prove to be unacceptable, EPA
intends to selicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination (o better inform the permit review,
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comuments (o the public docket,
wdentified by Docket H No. EPA-RIG-OW-2017-0368 m g www regeisions gov, 1 vou have
further guestions, please contact me or your stafl may contact Denis Bonm of EPA™s Office of
Congressional and Intergovenunental Relations at Borum Deniscepnpov or (202 5364.4836,

Sineerely,

W’ﬂn
D hee
3, Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WASHINGTON O 2

The Honorable Supanne Bonamic
LS. House of Representatives
Washington, D.0C. 20518

Dear Congresswoman Bonamict:

Thank you for your October 11, 2017, letter o President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA™s Depuly Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, 1 appreciate the opportunity to respond 1o vour letter on the President’s behalf.

Punderstand vour concerns regarding EPA’s proposal 1o withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination,
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
depostt including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
sigmficance of the Bristol Bav {isheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Regisrer notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Petermination was intended o solivit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment peried and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act(ANCSAY Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 179 The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of comments received n response 1o the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Proitt announced on
January 26 his decision (o suspend the Agency’s process 1o withdraw propesed Clean Water Act
restrictions, Jeaving them m place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact {as
faid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor deratls the application process of Pebble Limited
Parmership’s proposed profect. The project propenents continue fo enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the rigk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its enitical resources may prove to be unacceptable, EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit veview,

ReoyoloReayeiable o
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket ID No, FPA-RIC-OW.2017-0369, in hitp/dwww regulations.goy, W you have

further questions, please contact me or your stall may contact Denis Borum of EPA s Othee of
Congressional and Intorgovernmental Relations at Borom Deniseienagoy or (2072) 564-4836.
Nincerely,

.

13, Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UIMITED STATES ERVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENDY
ASHINGTON DT

- ~ ) EWATER
The Honovable Barl Blumenauer
LS. House of Rgprc Halives

Washington, 0.0, 20813
Dear Congressman Blumenauer:

Thank vou for your Gctober 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the FPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristel Bay watershed, As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, I appreciate the opportunity 1o respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf.

Punderstand your concerns regarding EPA s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed i supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinock fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the cconomic
significance of the Bristel Bay fisherios 1o Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Regisier notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended o sclicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment pertod and Tribal and Alasks Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation period. which closed on October 177 The EPA received more than one mitlion public
comments on this proposal,

After careful consideration of comments received i response to the Federal Register notice and during
numnercus public meetings and two public hearings m Alaska, EPA Administrator Printt announced on
Janunary 26" his decision to suspend the Agency’s process (o withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, feaving them i place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact {(as
laid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nov deratls the application process of Pebble Limuted
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, thelr permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristo! Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove 1o be unacceptable. EPA
intends to selicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination (o better inform the permut review,

Fooyoled/Reoyolable

ED_004466A_00001217-00011



Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter, We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
wentified by Docket 1D No. BPASRIO-OW-2017.0369, in hitpwww regidations.gov, W vou have
further questions, please contact me or vour stafl may contact Denis Borum of EPA s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations & Borumn Denisisepasoy or (202) 564-4836,

Sincerely,

D Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, DO 20460

The Honorable Patty Murray
United States Senste
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Murray:

Thank you for your Octeber 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed, As the EPA™s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, 1 appreciate the epportunity to respond (o vour letter on the President’s behalf.

P understand vour concerns regarding EPA”s proposal 1o withdraw the 2014 Proposed Detenmination,
Your letter highlights the ecological, econonuc, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed tn supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potenuial for release of toxic leachate o the watershed, as well as the destructon
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska. west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Repisier notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended 1o solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment penod and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settfement Aot {ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 179 The EPA received more than one miflion public
conunents on this proposal.

After careful consideration of comments recetved i response 1o the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26 his decision to suspend the Ageney’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more mformation on the potential mine’s impact {as
laid out inctheir December 2017 permit application on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue o enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to procesd. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay warershed and its critical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to hetter mform the permit review,
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Again. thank vou for vour helplul letter. We have uploaded vour comments o the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No. EPA-RI0-0OW-2017-036%, in lipy www regulations gov. [T vou have
{urther questions, please contact me or vour staff may contact Dends Borum of EPA s Office of
Congresstonal and Intergovernmental Relations at Borwn. Demiseoepagoy or (202) 564-4836.

3. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

T

The Honorable Jeffrev AL Merklev
United States Senate
Washington, 0O, 20510

Dear Senator Merkley:

Thank you for vour October 11, 2017, fetter to President Trump regarding the FPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2004 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPAs Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, I appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf,

P understand your concerns regarding FPA S proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination,
Your letter highlights the ccolegical, economie, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed i supporting the largest sockeye salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You cutlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit mcluding the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries o Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federad Register notice announcing the proposal 1o withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to selicit public commient on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
cormment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act {ANCSA) Corporation

consultation period, which closed on October 17" The FPA received more than one mitlion public
comments on this proposal.

Atter careful consideration of comments received in response to the Federal Regisfer notice and during
numerons public meetings and two public hearmgs m Alasks, BEPA Administrator Pruitt announeed on
Japnary 26™ his decision to suspend the Agency’s process o withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact {as
laid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue 1o enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must ¢lear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristo! Bay watershed and its eritical resources may prove 1o be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination o better inform the permit review.
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ED_004466A_00001217-00015



Again. thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded your conuments t the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No, FPA-RIG-OW.2017-036%, m hitpSwww regulations.goy, I vou have
further questions, please contact me or vour stafl may contact Denis Borum of EPA™s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borum Densicepagoy or (202 564-4836,

sincerely,

B, Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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oY

The Honorable Kamada 1 Harrds
Linited Siates Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Drear Senator Hamis

Thank you for vour October 11, 2017, letter 1o President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, I appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf,

P understand your concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ccological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands, You also reference the economic
sigmiticance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announeing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Pretermnation was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Setilement Act (ANCSA) Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 17" The IPA received more than one million public
comments on this propesal.

After careful consideration of comments received in response to the Federad Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Praitt announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
resinctions, leaving them in place while we solicit mere information on the potential mine’s impact {as
laid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisherics and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right 1o proceed. However, thelr permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk 1o the Bristol Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends to selicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better mform the permit review.
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Again, thank vou for vous helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comments o the public docket,
identificd by Docket 1D No. EPA-RI0-OW-2017-0369, in bitp/www resulationseey. 1 vou have
further questions. please contact me or vour stafl may contact Denis Borum of EPAs Otftice of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borum Dentsepagoy or (2023 564-48346,

Sineerely,

2. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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URITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTVECTION AGENQY

VASHINGTON, DO

CER -8 208

CHIE OF WATER

The Honorable Adam Smith
U, House of Representatives
Washington, DLC. 20515

Dear Congressman Smith:

Thank you for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA"s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢c) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, { appreciate the opportunity to respond to your letter on the President’s behalf,

Lunderstand your concerns regarding EPA"s proposal 1o withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed i supporting the largest sockeye salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You cutlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine atf the Pebble
deposit including the petential for release of wxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisherics to Alaska. west coast states. and the nation.

The Raly 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) Corporation
consultation perfod, which closed on October 177 The EPA received more than one million public

comments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of comments recetved in response to the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact {as
laid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partmership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjov the protoction of due process
and the right to proceed. However, thelr permit apphication must ¢lear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and s oritical resources may prove 1o be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solictt additiona!l public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review,
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
wlentitied by Docket 1D Mo, EPA-RIO-0OW.2007-036%9, 1 btipwww repulations gov. 1 vou have
further guestions, please contact me or vour staft may contact Dents Borum of EPA s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borwm Deny gy or (202) 564-4836,

D). Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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PMNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

} “;

FER - 8 2018

OFFICE OF WATER

The Honorable Denny Heck
Lin, House of Representatives
Washington, DO, 20815

Dear Congressman Heck:

Thank vou for vour October 11, 2017, letier to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPAs Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity to respond 1o vour letter on the President’s behalf,

L understand yvour concerns regarding EPAs proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination,
Your letter highlights the ecological, coonomic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed 1 supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world, You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
sigrificance of the Bristol Bay fisherics to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was mtended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act {(ANCSA) Corporation

consultation period, which closed on October 17" The EPA received more than one million public

comments on this P 37()@05&1 .

After caretul consideration of comments received in response to the Federal Register notice and during
numerois public meetings and twe public bearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26" his decision 1o suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact (as
laid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fishenies and natural
rescurces, This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Linuted
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue (o enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to procesd. However, thetr permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA belicves
the risk 1o the Bristol Bay watershed and s eritical resources may prove to be unacceptable, EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permat review,
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded your comments to ﬁm pm‘*iu_ docket,
identified by Docket ID No, EPA-RTIG-OW-2017-0369, in hitpySvww resulations gov, I vou have
further questions, please contact me or vour staff may mmau E?u‘m Borum of EPA’s i}ﬁ;u., of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borum, ena oy o (200 364-4836,

L

i

Sincerely,

. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Adounistrator
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UNITED BTATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WASHINGTON DO 2

“ER - 8 2018

The Honorable Barbara Lee
LS, House of Representatives
Washington, DO 208518

Dear Congresswoman Lee:

Thank you for your October 11, 2017, letter o President Trump regarding the EPA s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
depostt in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed, As the EPA™s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, { appreciate the opportunity 1o respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf

T understand your concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economie, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You owtlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxie leachate 1o the watershed, as well as the desiruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands, You also reference the economic
significance of the Brstol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states. and the nation,

The July 19,2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to solicit public commont on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment pertod and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act {ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation period, which closed on Qctober 178 The FPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

Atter careful consideration of comments received i response to the Federal Regisier notice and during
numerons public mectings and two public hearings i Alaska, EPA Adminustrator Printt announced on
Jarmary 26% his decision o suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit meve information on the potential mune’s 1mpact {as
laid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class tisheries and natural
resources. This decision peither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s propoesed project. The project proponents continue 1o enjoy the protection of due process
and the right 1o proceed. However, thelr permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove 1o be unacceptable. EPA
intends to selicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review,
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public decket,
identified by Docket 1D No, EPARIO-OW-2017-0369 i hiipy/www regulanons.goy. [ you have
further questions, please contact me or vour staft may contact Denis Borum of EPA s Office of

Congressional and Imtergovernmental Relations at Boram Densicoepa gov or (2023 36448536,

Sincerely,

I3, Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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URITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WWARHINGTON DO 2

FEB ~ B 2018

The Honorable Grace F. Napolitano
LS. House of Representatives
Washington, DO, 205158

Lear Congresswoman Napolitang:

Thank vou for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Tramp regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, [ appreciate the opportunity 1o respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf

Punderstand vour concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic. and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinock fisheries in
the world, You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 192007, Federaf Register notice snpouncing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Dieternunation was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 179 The EPA received more than one million public

comments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of comments recetved in response to the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26 his decision to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, feaving them in place while we selicit more informarion on the polential mine’s impact {as
laid out in thelr December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources, This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limued
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk 1o the Bristo! Bay watershed and its oritical resources may prove 1o be unaceeptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination o better inform the permit review,

ReoyclediRecyniable o
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Again, thank vou for vour helptul letter. We have uploaded your comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket 113 No, EPA-RIG-OW-2017-0369, in hitpYwww regulanions.gov, I vou have
further questions, please contact me or vour staff may contact Denis Borumy of EPA™s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borum Demisirenauny or (202) 5644836,

smeerely,

B, Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Jackic Speier
Lin, House of Representatives
Washington, 0.0, 205815

Dear Congresswoman Speter:

Thank vou for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska's Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, [ appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf.

Funderstand your concerns regarding EPAs proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic. and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world, You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands, You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristo! Bay fisheries o Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The duly 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Dictermipation was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided 2 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation perind, which closed on October 177 The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

Adfter careful consideration of commments received n response to the Federal Register votice and during
numerous public mestings and two public hearings in Alaska. FPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26 his decision to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving thern in place while we solictt more information on the potential mine’s impact {as
latd out in their December 2017 pormit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor deratls the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, thelr permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its eritical resources may prove o be unacceptable. EPA
mtends to solicit additional public comment on the irapact of the minming application on the existing
proposed determination (o better iform the permit review.

ReoyoiediRecyolable « &

wiith

ED_004466A_00001217-00027



Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded your comments to the public docket.
identified by Docket 1D No, FPA-RTO-OW.2017-0369, in hipfwew regulations.goy. 1f vou have
further questions, please contact me or vour stafl may contact Denis Borum of EPAs Otfice of
Congressional and [ntorgovernmental Relations at Borur, Dons oy or {202) 564-4836.

Nmeerely,

B Lee Forsgren
Preputy Assistant Administrator
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PTED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

A AT SG Y \
WARSHINGTON, D.C. 2i4a

FER - 8 2018

The Honerable Anna G. Eshoo
{18, House of Representatives
Washington. DO, 20515

Dear Congresswoman Eshoo:

Thank you for vour October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPAs Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, I appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf

[ understand your concerns regarding FPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ccological, economie, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeye salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential tfor release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 20014 Proposed
Determination was intended o sobicit public comment on the proposal. We provided 2 90-dav public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Nagve Claims Settlement Act tANCSA) Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 17% The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

After caretul consideration of comments recetved i response 1o the Federad Register notice and during
numercus public mectings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Proitt announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Agency’s process 1o withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact {as
laid out i their Decomber 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the apphication process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue (o enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, thelr permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its eritical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
mtends to sobicit additional public comment on the pupact of the miming application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permif review,
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comments 1o the public docket,
identified by Docket D No. EPA-RIG-OW-2017-0369, in hitpwww regulations.goy. Hyou have
further questions. please contact me or vour staft may contact Denis Borum of EPA s Office of

Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borunm Denisoepagoy or (202) 564-4836,
i

D

1. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
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The Honorable William R, Keating
LS. House of Representatives
Washingion, D.C. 20815

Dear Congressman Keating:

Thank you for vour October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPAs proposal 1o
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPAs Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, I appreciate the opportunity te respond to your letter on the President’s behalfl

I understand your concerns regarding EPA’s propoesal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination,
Your letter highlights the ecological, econemic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the Jargest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states. and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Dieterrunation was intended to solicit public comment on the propoesal, We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation period. which closed on October 179 The FPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal,

After careful consideration of comments recetved in response to the Federal Begister notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Admunistrator Pruiit announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
resirictions, leaving them in place while we selicit more information on the potential mine’s impact (as
faid out in their December 2017 permit application on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision netther deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue (o enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, thelr permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its oritical resources may prove to be unacceptable, EPA
intends 1o solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review.
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,

identified by Docket 1D No. EPA-RI0-OW.2017-0369, in hiin/www regulatons.gov, I vou have

further guestinns, please contact me or vour staff may contact Dents Borum of EPA™s Office of

Congressional and fntergovernmental Relations at Bonon Deniscepa oy or (202) 564-4830,
sincerely,

b, hee For

13, Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator

ED_004466A_00001217-00032




UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

ey ey

W INGTON, 0.0 284

OFFICE OF waTER

The Henorable Eleanor Holmes Norton
LULS, House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20513

Dear Congresswoman Holmes Norton:

Thank vou for your October 11, 2017, letter o President Tramp regarding the EPA"s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, [ appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf

I understand your concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Brisol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate 1o the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands, You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation,

The July 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was itended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Trbal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation perind. which closed on October 175 The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal,

After caretul consideration of comuments recetved in response 10 the Federdd Register notice and during
numerous public mectings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruitt ammounced on
January 26™ his decision to suspend the Ageney’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact {(as
laid out i their December 2017 permit application} on the region’s world-class fishertes and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor deraiis the apphication process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, thelr permiut application must clear a high bar. because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its eritical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
mtends o solicit additional public comment on the Impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review.,
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Again. thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No. EPA-RIG-OW-2017-0369 1 hupdvoww regulanons gov, I von have
further guestions, please contact me or vour stafl may contact Denis Borum of EPA s Office of
Congressional and hntergovermmental Relations at Borum Denisaepagoy or {2021 364-4836.

sincerely.

D Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
INGTON DO 20480

FEB -8 2018

The Honorable Pramila Javapal
LS, House of Ropresontatives
Washington. 0.0, 20813

Bear Congresswoman Javapal:

Thank vou for your October 11, 2017, fetter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity 1o respond to your letter on the President’s behalf,

Tunderstand vour concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination,
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate 1o the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
signmificance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation,

The July 19,2017, Federal Register notice anmouncing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determuination was mtended 1o solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act {ANCSA) Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 177, The EPA recetved more than one million public
comments on this proposal,

Alter careful consideoration of comments received i response o the Federa/ Register notice and during
rumerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Admimstrator Praitt announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions. leaving thom in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact (as
taid out m their December 2017 pernut application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources, This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continuge to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear & high bar, because EPA believes
the risk 1o the Bristof Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permut review.
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Again, thank vou for vour helptul letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No. EPA-RIC-OW.2017-0369, in hup) www regulations gove I vou have
further questions, please comact me or your stait may contact Dems Borum of EPA™s Office of

Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borwn Densicpa gov or (202) 564-4836.

Sincerely,

13, Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UMITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D0 20

FEB - 8 2018

The Honorable Dwight Evans
LLS. House of Representatives
Washington, INC. 205158

Dear Congressman Fvans:

Thank vou for your Qctober T, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity to respond 1o vour letier on the President’s behalf

L understand vour concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Propoesed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economie
stgnificance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the propoesal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended o solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
conunent pertod and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act {ANCSA) Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 179 The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of comments received in response to the Federal Register notice and during
numercus public mectings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26™ his decision (o suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, teaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential nune’s impact {as
fatd out in their December 2017 pormit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Parmnership’s proposed project. The project propenents continue 1o enjoy the protection of due process
and the right 1o proceed. However, their permit application must clear & high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its oritical resowrces may prove o be unacceptable. EFA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determunation o better inform the permit review.,
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Again, thank vou for vour helptul letter. We have uploaded yvour comments to the pubhic docket,
identified by Docket 1D No. EPA-RIO-OW-2017-0369 n brtpcwww regulations.gov, Hvou have
further questions, please contact me or vour stafl may contact Denis Borum of EPA s Office of
Congressional and Intergoverumental Relations at Borum Dernusezepgoy or (202 564-4836.

Sincerely,

3. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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“EB - 8 2018

The Honorable Zoe Lofgren
U5, House of Reprosentatives
Washington, DLC, 20515

Dear Congresswoman Lofgren:

Thank vou for vour October 11, 2017, letier to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal o
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity o respond 1o vour letter on the President’s behalf,

[ understand vour concerns regarding EPA’s propesal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter lnghlights the ecological. coonomic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world, You owtlined concemns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed. as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bav fisherics to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Register potice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended 1o solictt public comment on the proposal, We provided a %0-day public
comment period and Trnbal and Alaska Native Clams Settlement Act (ANURA) Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 177, The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of commments received in response to the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Admimistrator Pruitt announced on
Janmary 26" his decision 1o suspend the Agency’s process t withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential ming’s impact (as
laid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor deratls the application process of Pebble Linuted
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Brstol Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends o solicit additional public comment on the impsct of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination o better inform the permit review.
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Again, thank vou for vour helpfal letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No, EPA-RTO-OW-2017-0369, in hiip/dvww regulations.zov, 1 vou have
further questions, please contact me or vour staff mav contact Denis Borum of EPA’s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borany Denivigepa gov or (202) Sad-4836,

Singerely,

3. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UMITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON [0 20460

The Honorable Emanuel Cleaver
U5, House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressiman Cleaver:

Thank vou for vour October 11, 2017, letter to Prestdent Trump regarding the EPA s proposal o
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404{¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed, As the EPA s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity to vespond o vour letter on the President’s behalf,

P understand vour concerns regarding EPA s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeye salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed. as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands, You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristo! Bayv fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The fuly 19, 2017, Federa! Repister notice announcing the proposal 1o withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal, We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 17" The EPA received more than one million public
conunents on this propesal.

After careful consideration of comments received in response to the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public mectings and two public hearings in Alaska. EPA Administrator Prustt announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Agency's process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we selicit more information on the potential mine’s impact (as
faid out i their December 2017 pormit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This dectsion neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limmited
Partnership’s proposed proiect. The project proponents continue 1o enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its oritical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to betier inform the permit review.
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No, FRPA-RI0-OW-2017-0369, 1n hip; fapens.gov. 1 vou have
further gquestions, please contact me or vour staff may contact Denis Borwm of EPA™s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Boruwm Donisidepn. gov or (202) 564-48306.

Smeerely,

2. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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URITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

W ARLHIN BLDC Zoded

The Honorable Derck Kilmer
U5, House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Kilmen

Thank you {or your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, 1 appreciate the opportunity o respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf

[ understand vour concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination,
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve sabmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit inchuding the potential for release of toxic leachate o the watershed, as well as the destructon
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was imtended to solictt public conmment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
coment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act {ANCSA) Corperation
consultation period. which closed on Qctober 17% The EPA received more than one million public

comments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of comments received i response 1o the Federal Kegister notice and during
numerous public mectings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Proitt announced on
January 26% his decision to suspend the Agency’s process o withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving thom in place while we selicit more information on the potential mine’s impact (as
taid out in their December 2017 permit apphication) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk 1o the Bristo] Bay watershed and its oritical resources may prove o be unaceeptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review.,

RacyolediBenyciabis -

ED_004466A_00001217-00043



Again, thank vou for vour helptul letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,

identified by Docket D No. EPA-RIG-OW-2017-0369, n b www regulations.gov, 1 vou have

further questions, please contact me or vour staft may contact Denis Borum of EPA™s Office of

Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borwn Denivigiepa. gov or (202) 564-4836.
Sineerely,

3. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UMITED BTATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENQY
VASHINGTON D0 20480

FEB - 8 2018

The Honorable Judy Chu
LS. House of Representatives
Washington, D0, 20315

Dear Congresswoman Chu

Thank you for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal 1o
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
depostt in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA™s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water. [ appreciate the opportunity 1o respond (o vour letter on the President’s behalf,

I understand your concerns regarding EPA”s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands, You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation,

The July 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determimation was intended 1o solicit public comment on the proposal, We provided g 90-day pubhie
comment pertod and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 179 The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal,

Atter careful consideration of comments received i response to the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Prntt announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Ageney’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions. leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact {as
laid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources, This decision neither deters nor deraile the apphication process of Pebble Limited
Parmership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear & high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and s oritical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends 1o solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review,
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Again, thank vou for vour helplul letter. We have uploaded vour comments o the public docket,
wdentified by Docket 1D No. EPA-RIC-OW-2017-0369. n hupd www repulations.gov, 1 vou have
further questions, please contact me or your stafl may contact Denis Borum of EPA’s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Boruny Donisepagov or (2021 564-4836.

13 Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UMITED BTATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, 11400

tEB - 8§ 2018

The Honorable Alan owenthal
LS, House of Representatives
Washington, DC. 20515

Dear Congressman Lowenthal:

Thank you for vour October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPAs Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportumty {o respond o vour letter on the President’s behalfl

P understand yvour concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlhights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic eachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands, You also reference the economic
significance of the Brisiol Bav fisheries 1o Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Regisrer notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended o solicit public comment an the proposal. We provided a 90-dav public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settleoment Act (ANCSA) Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 177 The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal,

After carcful consideration of comments received in response to the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska. EPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact (as
{aid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision netther deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Linmted
Partnership’s proposed protect. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear & high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove 1o be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review.

RaeoyctediReoyaiable
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Again, thank vou for vour helptful letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public decket,
identified by Docket 1D No. EPA-RI0-0W-2017-036% 10 htip /vy regulatons.gov., [ vou have
further questions, please contact me or your staft may contact Denis Borum of EPA s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borum Poms cov or {2023 564-4836.

sincerely,

3. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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AL FROTECTION AGENCY

Ny

The Honorable Peter A, Delazio
U5, House of Representatives
Washington, D.C, 20513

Drear Congressman DeFario

Thank vou for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the FPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf,

Funderstand your concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
walershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate 1o the watershed. as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmonp-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bav fisheries to Alaska, west coast siates, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act {ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation period. which closed on October 17", The FPA received more than one million public

comments on this proposal.

After caretul consideration of comments received i response 1o the Federal Register notice and during
mamercus public mectings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Proitt announced on
January 26" his decision o suspend the Agency’s pre 1o withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them i place while we solicit more infi

formation on the potential mine’s mpact {as
laid out 10 thewr December 2017 permit application on the region’s world-class tisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the apphication process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue 1o enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However. their permit application must clear a high bar. because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its oritical resources may prove 1o be unaceeptable. EPA
intends 1o solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review.
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Again, thank vou for vour helptul letter. We have uploaded your comments 1o the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No. EPA-RIG-OW-2017-036%. in htip/www regudattons.gov, H vou have
further questions, please contact me or your staft may contact Denis Borum of EPA™s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borumn Dremisiepa goy or (202) 564-4836,

Smeerely,

3. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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URITED S8TATES ENVIRCHNMENTAL PROTECTION AGENRCY

WARHINGTON DO 20400

EER - 8 2018

The Henorable Jamie Raskin
LS, Heuse of Representatives
Washington, 100, 20515

Drear Congressman Raskin:

Thank vou for your Octeber 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pehble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA™s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity 1o respond to vour letier on the President’s behalfl

I understand vour concerns regarding EPA™s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination,
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeye salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries
the world, You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska., west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federad Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determimation was intended 1o solicit public convment on the proposal, We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Clams Settlement Act {ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 17% The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of conuments received in response (o the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26 his decision to suspend the Ageney’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solictt more information on the potential mine's impact {as
faid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue fo enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to procecd. However, their permit application must ¢lear a hugh bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its oritical resources may prove 1o be unacceptable. EPA
intends 1o solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
propesed determination 1o better inform the permit review.
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No. EPA-RIG-OW.2017-0369, n hup ¢ I vou have
further questions, please contact me or your stafl may contact Denis Borum of EPA™s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Bovum. Donisedopa.soy or (202) 564-4836,

Swowew repulations

smeerely,

D A Forap—

3. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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URITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTHON AGENCY

VWASHINGTON .0 20

The Honorable Rick Larsen
LS, House of Represcutatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Larsern:

Thank vou for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, [ appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf,

{ understand vour concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological. economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeye salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of @ mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as weldl as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation,

The July 19, 2017, Federal Regisrer notice announcing the proposal 1o withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended fo solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) Corporation
eonsultation period. which closed on October 7%, The FPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of commaents recetved in response to the Federal Register notice and during
mamnerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26 his decision to suspend the Ageney’s process 1o withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we soleit more information on the potential mine’s impact (as
laid out in their December 2017 permit application} on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, thelr permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends 1o solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the exisiing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review,
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Again, thank vou for vour helptul letter. We have upleaded your comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No, EPA-RIO-0OW-2017-0369, in hitp!/www regudations.goy, I vou have
further questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Denis Borum of EPA™s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borum Denisiepa.poy or (202) 564-4836.

Smeerely,

1. Lee Forsgren
Peputy Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON DO 20480

The Honorable Mark DeSaulnier
115, House of Representatives
Washington, DT, 20515

Dear Congressman Delaulnier:

Thank vou for vour October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA s propoesal (o
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404{c} Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristo! Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Othice
of Water, I appreciate the opportunity to respond 1o your letter on the President’s behalf

Funderstand your concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination,
Your letter highlights the ecological, cconomie, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world, You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for refease of wxic leachate 1o the watershed. as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fishertes to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Regisier notice announcing the propoesal 1o withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Dietermination was intended 1o solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) Corporation
consultation period. which closed on Octoher 179 The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal,

After careful consideration of commaents reveived in response to the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruatt announced on
January 26% his decision to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s 1umpact (as
taid out in their December 2017 permit apphcation} on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters noy derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However. their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA behieves
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination 1o better inform the permit roview,
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Agaimn. thank yvou for vour helptul letter. We have uploaded your comments 1o the public docket,
wdentified by Docket ID Ne. EPA-R10-OW.2017-0369, in hitpy wons.gov, 1 vou have
further questions, please contact me or vour stalf may contact Denis Borum of EPA™s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borurn, Denisi@opu cov or (202) 5644836,

SRR

Sincerely,

B Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistamt Administrator
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VMITED STATES ENVIRONBENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON DO 2

The Honorable Ro Khanna
LLS, House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20818

Dear Congressman Khanna:

Thank vou for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404{¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the FPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, I appreciate the opportunity to respond to your letter on the President’s behalf,

[ understand yvour concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeye salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate 1o the watershed. as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands, You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast siates, and the nation.

The July 19,2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment peried and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSAY Corporation
consultation period, which closed on Quiober 170 The EPA received more than one mitlion public

comments on this proposal.

After caretul consideration of comments received in response 1o the Federdd Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26% his deciston to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solictt more information on the potential mine’s impact {as
laid out in thelr December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision netther deters nor deratls the application process of Pebble Limited
Partmership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its oritical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends 1o solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review,
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter, We have uploaded your comments to the public docket,
wlentified by Docket 1D No, EPA-RTI0-OW-2017-0369, in hupy/ iwww rem ns.gov. Hvou have
further guestions, please contact me or vour staff may contact Denis Borum of EPA™s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Berum Denisiwepa gy or (202) 5364-4836.

Sicerely,

D Lee Forsgren
Peputy Assistant Administrator
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CE D WATER

The Honorable Jerry MeNemey
U5, House of Representatives
Washington, 10O, 20518

Dear Congressman MoeNemey:

Thank you for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal o
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404¢¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed, As the EPA's Deputy Assistant Administrator {or the Otfice
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity o respond to vour letler on the President’s behalf

P understand your concerns regarding EPA’s proposal 1o withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination,
Your letter highlights the ecological. economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon Gshery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You cutlined concemns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit inchuding the potential for release of toxic leachate 1o the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bav fisheries o Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federad Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
DPetermination was mtended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act {ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation pertod. which closed on Qctober 17% The EPA received more than one mitlion public
comments on this proposal,

After caretul consideration of comments recetved inresponse (o the Federaf Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings v Adaska, EPA Administrator Proitt announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Agency's progess to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact {as
lawd out in their December 2017 permit application’ on the region’s workd-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk 1o the Bristol Bay watershed and its eritical resources may prove o be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review,
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Again, thank you for vour helpful fetter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No, EPA-RIO-OW-2017-0369, in gy /www regulations gov., I vou have
further questions. please contact me or vour stalt may contact Dems Borum of EPA s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Horum, Denisiecena goy or (202) 564-48306.

Simeerely,

. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROY
WAGHINGTON 0 20480

The Honorable Suzan K. DelBene
Lia. House of Representatives
Washington, .0, 20518

Drear Congresswoman DelBene:

Thark you for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the huly 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebbie
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, 1 appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf,

P understand your concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination,
Your letter highlights the ccological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeye salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world, You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a ming at the Pebble
deposit including the potential {or release of toxic leachate o the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands, You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bayv fisheries to Alaska, west coast siates, and the nation,

The July 19, 2007, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-dayv public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlernent Act (ANCSA) Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 179 The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of comments reccived nresponse to the Federal Register notice and during
munerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26% his decision 1o suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact (as
laid out in their December 2007 permit apphication) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to betier inform the permit review.,
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Agamn, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No. EPA-RI0-0W-2017-0369, in hitpy fwww regulations.goy. Hvou have
further questions, please contact me or vour staff may contact Denis Borum of EPA™s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Boruwn. Degiscocpa.goy or (202) 564-48306.

Sincerely,

3. Lee Forsgren
Pleputy Assistant Administrator
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UMITED STATES ERVIRORKMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WASHINGTON, DO 28480

DFFICE O

The Honorable Jimmy Panctta
U, House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Pear Congressman Panetia:

Thank you for vour Octeber 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal o
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble

of Water, | appreciate the opportunity o respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf,

Punderstand your concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological. economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeye salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands, You also reference the economie
significance of the Hristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federad Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act {ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation period. which closed on October 177 The FPA received more than one million public

comments on this proposal,

Atter caretul consideration of comments recetved in response to the Federa! Regisier notice and during
nurercus public mectings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Admimstrator Prustt announced on
January 26 his decision to suspend the Agency's process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them i place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact {as
laid out in their December 2017 permit application} on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Lunited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjov the protection of due process
and the right to procecd. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its eritical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review,

RecyclediRecyeiable
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Agan, thank vou for vour helpful tetter. We have uploaded your comments to the public docket,
wlentified by Docket 1D No, EPA-RIO-OW-2017-0369, 1 hitpd www rep nsgov, Hvoeu have
further guestions, please contact me or vour staff may contact ?}s:mx Borum of EPA™s Office of
{ongressional and Intergovernmental Relations of Boruns Demsetepn oy or {202) 364-4836.

smcerely,

D ? ¢ Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Adnunistrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRCONMERNTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WADHINGTON 1.0, 20480

The Honorable Norma 1 Torres
ULS. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20518

Brear Congresswornan Torres:

Thank you for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble

deposit in Alaska’s Bristof Bay watershed. As the FPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the oppertunity {o respond to your letter on the President’s behalfl

Dunderstand vour concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter lughlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed., as well gs the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
signtficance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day pubhic
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Clamms Scttlement Act {ANCSA) Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 17% The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal,

After carctul consideration of comments received in response 10 the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearimgs m Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruttt announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Ageney’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solioil more information on the potential mine’s umpact (as
laid out i their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisherics and natural
resources. This dectsion neither detors nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Parinership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right 1o proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and bis oritical resources may prove 1o be unacceptable, EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the miniog application on the existing
proposed determination 1o better inform the permit review.

Recyoled/®eoyolable - ¥
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Again, thank yvou for vour helpful letter. We have upleaded vour comments o the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No. EPA-RIC-OW-2017-0369, 1n hitp/vwww repulations.gov. H vou have
further questions, please contact me or vour staff may contact Denis Borum of EPAs Office of
Congressional and Intorgovernmental Relations at Borum Dentsisepa goy or (202 364-4836,

Sincerely,

13, Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Admunistrator
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UNITED STATES FNVIRONMEPNTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON [

The Honorable Ted W, Lico
ULS. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Liew

Thank you for vour October 11, 2017, letter to President Trumyp regarding the EPA™s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water f’%a,t Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebhle
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA"s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Otfic
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letier on the President’s behalf,

I understand vour concerns regarding FPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You cutlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed. as well as the destruction
and degradation of sahmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Regisier notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We prov sdm.i a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation period. which closed on October 179 The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of comments received in response 1o the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, FPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26" his decision 1o suspend the Ageney’s process to withdraw proposed Clean W ;i‘le:: Act
restrictions, leaving them i pidw while we sclicit more information on the potential mine’s impact {as
taid out in their Decernber 204 7 permit application) on the region’s world- dtiw fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove (o be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review,

RecyoiediRecyolable «
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Again, thank vou tor vour helpiul letter. We have uploaded your comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No, EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369, i hitpdSwww regulationsgov, 1you have
further guestions, please contact me or your staff may contact Denis Borum of EPAs Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borum, Deninirenazoy or (2021 53644836,

3]

Sineerely,

1), Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Julia Brewnley
U5, House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20513

Dear Congresswoman Brownley:

Thank you for vour October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA™s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Otfice
of Water, I appreciate the opportunity to respond o vour letter on the President’s behalf,

 understand your concerns regarding EPA”s proposal 1o withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination,
Your letter highlights the ecological. economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chunook fisheries in
the world, You outhined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You alse reference the cconomic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisherics to Alaska, wost coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2034 Proposed
Determination was intended o solicit public comment on the proposal, We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act {ANCSRA) Corporation
consultation period. which closed on Octoher 17, The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal,

Afier careful consideration of comments recetved in response (o the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Admintstrator Pruitt announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Agenev's process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions. leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mune’s impact (as
laid out in their December 2017 permit application} on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision netther deters nor derals the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due provess
and the right 1o procecd. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk 1o the Bristo! Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove (o be unacceptable, EPA
ntends to sohicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to beiter inform the permit review.

RaecyoiediBenyolable ~ F
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Again, thank vou tor vour helptul letter, We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,

identified by Docket 1D No, EPACRICG-OW-2017-0369, in bt /www regulations.cov, H vou have

further gquestions, please contact me or vour staft may contact Dents Borum of EPA s Office of

Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Bornw Donisicdepa goy or (202 364-4830.
smeerely,

D, Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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VIMITED STATES ERVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WABHINGTON, DO 20480

The Honorable John Garamendi
LN, House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Garamendi:

Thank you for your October 11, 2017, letter 0 President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, [ appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf,

I understand your concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of voxie leachate 1o the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bav fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to selicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alasks Native Claims Settlement Act {ANCS A Corporation
consultation period, which closed on Qetober 178 The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal,

Adter careful consideration of comments recetved in response 1o the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrichions, leaving them in place while we selicit more information on the potential mine’s impact (as
laid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fishertes and natural
resources. This deciston neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limuted
Partnership’s proposed proiect. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its critical vesources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public commaent on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review.

Reoyciedifaoyciatla « &
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded your comments to the pubiza docket,
identitied by Docket 1D No, EPA-RTO-0OW-2017-036%, in hupHwww reguiatic . 1f vou have
further questions, please contact me or your staff may ummu E)a:m\ Borum of 2 P‘ A's i)iﬁu of
Congressional and Intergovermmental Relations at Borum Deniviwepa goy or (2023 564-4836.

Sincerely,

3. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Admumistrator

ED_004466A_00001217-00072




IRONBENTAL PRO

]
L

The Honorable Kurt Schrader
LLS. House of Representatives
Washington, ILC, 20513

Dear Congressman Schrader:

Thank vou for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Scction 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA s Deputy Assistant Administrator tor the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity to respond to your letter on the President’s behalf.

L understand vour concerns regarding EPA s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determuination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, cconomic, and subsistence impontance of the Bristol Bay
watershed i supporting the largest sockeye salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of sabnon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
signmificance of the Bristol Bay fisheries 1o Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The Jaly 19, 2017, Federal Regisior notice annowneing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Pretermination was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal, We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Clains Settlement Act (ANUSA) Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 17% The EPA received more than one million public
conunents on this proposal.

Adfter careful consideration of comments received in response 1o the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Praitt announced on
Janunary 26" his decision to suspend the Agency’s process o withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we sclicit more information on the potential mine’s unpact {as
tatd out in thelr Docember 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class {isheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, thetr permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its ¢ritical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review.

RaecyolaiRecyoiable o P
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Again, thank vou for your helptul letter, We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket 11 No. EPA-RIO-OW-2UH 7-0369, i hip:twww regulations. gov. I you have
further questions, please contact me or vour stafl may contact Denis Borum of EPAs Office of

: oy or (202) S04-4836,

5 R
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i E

Congressional and Intergovernmental Relstions at Do Deniga

Smeerely,

. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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URITED STATES ENVIRCNMENTAL PROTECTION AGENQY

FER - B oP0R

The Honorable Donald 8. Bever
LS, House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20815

Dear Congressiman Bever:

Thank you for vour October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit mm Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Otfice
of Water, I appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf.

Lunderstand vour concerns regarding EPAs proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological. economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chincok fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Regicer notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Deternunation was intended to seolicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a Y0-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Seitlement Act (ANCSA)Y Corporation
consullation period, which closed on October 177 The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal,

After careful consideration of comments received in response to the Federal Register notice and during
numereus public meetings and rwoe public hearmgs in Alasks, EPA Admmistrater Pningt announced on
January ’fvm his decision to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, Izaving them o place while we solicit more mformation on the potential mine’s impact (as
fand out in their December 2017 permit application) on the regton’s world-class tisheries and natural
resources, This decision neither deters nov derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership's propesed project. The project proponents continue 1o enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its eritical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends 1o solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determimnation to better inform the permit review

FooyoisdiRecyoiable o Printed wil

ED_004466A_00001217-00075



Again, thank vou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket [D No. EPA-RIG-OW-2017-0369, in hitp: www repnlations.gov, If vou have
further guestions, please contact me oy vour staft may contact Denis Borum of EPA s Office of
Congressional and Intergovermmental Relations at Boruon Doy g.poy or {202) 564-4836,

sincerely,

D, Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON [0 20460

The Honorable Doris Matsw
LS, House of Representatives
Washington, DO 20515

Dear Congresswoman Matsun

Thank vou for vour Octeber 11, 2017 letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404{¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed, As the EPA™s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity 1o respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf

I understand vour concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of @ mine at the Pebble
deposit inchuding the potential {or release of toxic leachate 1o the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast siates, and the nation.

The July 19, 2007, Federal Register notice announcing the proposal 1o withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended to solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Nanve Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation perind, which closed on October 177 The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of comments received in response to the Federal Register notice and during
wimerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Proitt announced on
January 26" his decision to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we soliclt more information on the potential mine’s impact {as
faid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resopurces. This deciston neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Parmership's proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove (o be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review.

RegyolediRecyniable < 8
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Again. thank vou {or your helpful letter. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identitied by Docket 1D No. EPA-RIG-OW-2017-0369, i hiipysoww regulations.gov. I vou have
further questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Denis Borum of EPA s (Hfice of

Congresstonal and Intergovernmental Relations at Borwm, Deonisiocnagoy or (202) 564-4836,
sincerely,

D. Lee Forsgren
Breputy Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

YA -

WWASHIMNGTON, D0 28480

CER - 8 0

The Honovable Linda T, Sanchez
U5, House of Representatives
Washington, .0, 20515

Brear Congresswoman Sanchez:

Thank you for your Gctober 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Seetion 404(c) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Otfice
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity to respond to your letter on the President’s behalf,

Lunderstand vour concerns regarding EPA’s proposal 1o withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeyve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate 1o the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal! Regisier notice announcing the propesal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended 1o solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
corament pertod and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) Corporation
consultation period. which closed on Octeber 179 The FPA received more than one million public

comments on this proposal,

Adfter carcful consideration of conmmments received in response to the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Admimistrator Pruitt announced on
January 26™ his decision to suspend the Agency's process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we selicit more information on the potential mine’s impact {as
faid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisherics and patural
resources. This decision neither deters nor deratls the application process of Pebble Linuted
Partnership's proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove 1o be unacceplable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review.
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Again. thank yvou for vour helpful letter. We have uploaded your comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket 1D No, FPA-RIO-OW-2017-0369, in hitpy/www regulations.zov. H vou have
further guestions, please contact me or vour staff may contact Denis Borum of EPA s Otfice of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borum Denisiepa gov or (202) 564-4836.

Smeerely,

1. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UMITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGERQY

HNGTON, DO

FEB -8 208

The Henorable Edward J. Markey
United States Senate
Washington, D0C. 20510

Dear Senator Markey:

Thank you for your October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the FPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the FPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity 1o respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf,

Punderstand vour concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outhined concermns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release of toxic leachate to the watershed. as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Regivter notice announcing the proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determination was intended 1o solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Aot (ANCSA)Y Corporation
consultation period, which closed on October 17, The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

After carcful consideration of comments received in response to the Federal Register notice and during
numereus public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruttt announced on
January 26™ his decision to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s impact (as
taid out in theilr December 2017 pormit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources, This decision neither deters nor deratls the application process of Pebble Limuted
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must ¢lear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristo! Bay watershed and its eritical resources may prove to be unacceplable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review,

RecyciediRecyelable « P

ED_004466A_00001217-00081



Again, thank you for vour helpful letter, We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket H) No, EPA-RIO-OW-2017-0369, wm ltipsSwww reguiations.gov. 1 vou have
further questions. please contact me or vour staft may contact Denis Borum of EPA™s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borum. Denisioepa oy or (202) 564-4836,

Sincerely,

12 Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, DO 20480

FEB - 8 2013

The Honorable Salud O, Carbajal
LS. House of Representatives
Washington, DL, 20818

Dear Congressmman Carbajal:

Thank vou for vour October 11, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA’s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404{¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, I appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf.

I understand your concerns regarding EPAs proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination.
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve salmon fishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns regarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for refease of toxic leachate to the watershed, as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristo! Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.

The July 19, 2017, Federal Regisier notice announcing the proposal 1o withdraw the 2014 Proposed
Determmation was intended 0 solicit public comment on the proposal. We provided a 90-day public
comment period and Tribal and Alaska Natve Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA)Y Corporation

mepty

consultation period, which closed on October 177 The EPA received more than one million public
comments on this proposal.

After carcful consideration of comments received in response to the Federal Register notice and during
pummerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, EPA Administrator Pruitt anmounced on
January 26™ his decision to suspend the Agency's process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine’s mmpact (as
laid out in thelr December 2017 permit application) on the region’s world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Partnership’s proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right 1o proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA behieves
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination 1o better inform the permit review.
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Again, thank vou for vour helpful letrer. We have uploaded vour comments to the public docket,
identified by Docket [ No, EPA-RIO-OW-2017-0369, in g www regulations.gov, I you have
further guestions. please contact me or vour staft may contact Denis Borum of EPA™s Otffice of

Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borum, Denisimepa vov or (202) 564-4836.

sineerely,

1. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Drear Senator Whitchouse:

Thank you for vour October T, 2017, letter to President Trump regarding the EPA s proposal to
withdraw the July 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(¢) Proposed Determination regarding the Pebble
deposit in Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed. As the FPA™s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Office
of Water, | appreciate the opportunity to respond to vour letter on the President’s behalf,

Funderstand your concerns regarding EPA’s proposal to withdraw the 2014 Propoesed Determination,
Your letter highlights the ecological, economic, and subsistence importance of the Bristol Bay
watershed in supporting the largest sockeve sahmon {ishery and one of the largest Chinook fisheries in
the world. You outlined concerns vegarding the construction and operation of a mine at the Pebble
deposit including the potential for release ot toxic leachate to the watershed., as well as the destruction
and degradation of salmon-supporting streams and wetlands. You also reference the economic
significance of the Bristol Bay fisheries to Alaska, west coast states, and the nation.
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consultation period, which closed on October 17% The EPA received more than one million public
comuments on this proposal.

After careful consideration of comments received 1 response 1o the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska, FPA Administrater Proitt announced on
fanary 26™ his decision to suspend the Agency’s process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them m place while we selict more information on the potential mine’s impact (as
latd out n thui December 2017 pormit application) on the region™s world-class fisheries and natural
resources, This decizion neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
Parmership’s proposed project. The project propenents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must ¢lear a high bar, because EPA beleves
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its criticsl resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review,
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Again, thank vou for vour helptul letter. We have uploaded vour comments o the public docket,
wentified by Docket 1D No, EPA-RIC-OW.2017-0369, in buipy7 stions.gov. I vou have
further questions, please contact me or vour stalt may contact Derus Borum of EPA s Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Borum Denismepagoy or (202) 564-4836.

Sincerely,

D. Lee Forsgren
Deputy Assistant Administralor
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